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The European Space Agency is planning to send a beam 

of vibrationless atoms to space for ascertaining the spin of 

the universe. This is expected to increase the accuracy of 
the test by 10 billion times! 


Astronomers have discovered a planetary system of a 
distant star that in many ways reminds them of the sun's, 
family of planets, The host star ofthis new planetary system 
“55-Cantri" is much like the sun in age and size. It has a 
newly detected planet that resembles Jupiter in mass and 
more importantly, has an orbit almost the same as 
Jupiter's! 

Atter stimming for the last 1800 years, the earth is once 
again bulging in its middle! Earlier studies had concluded 
that the earth although originally wider in the middle, was, 
becoming spherical. Now a flipping, of the earth's magnetic 
field has reversed the trend they say. This has caused the 
recent bulging! 


Astronomers have detected a substance which can indi- 
cate the birth ofa planet around a young star. The substance 
is a hydrogen molecule with an extra proton and is typically 
seen in giant planets. High concentrations of it around a star 
suggest formation of a giant planet! 


Fierce streams of matter thrown out of vio- 
lent galaxies may make certain stars ex- 
plode by forcing more mass to fall upon 
them, This is probably the first identifi- 
cation of an external trigger that affects the tim- 
ing and location of exploding stars! 
~ Suresh K. Anjum, Kolkatta. 
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cover story ~ on diwali day..n. 
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fascinating flora - some strange trees. 
story = stop (and) watch Me 
pletorial article - dear dee 
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story ~ Subbaji 
art gallery. 
view point - think deeply. 
picture story ~ greamess of Karna. 
poem contest results ~ joy 10 the monsoon 
experience - epics and their influence .. 
cartoons made easy 
story - hair raising (a Jayabalan 7) 
poster - Virender Sehwag .. 

the parent page - a lesson from my son « 
pleture story - ‘pandiyi’ Gangadhar .. 
serial ~ the man with no name. 
‘countries 
Jokes - this i too much .. 
budding chet 0.000 
article = living with snakes 
hello doctor - how is sore throat caused? 
penpals - an introduction 
personality - relying on 
Jokes - bursts of laughter. 
news analysis - triumph of democracy. 
the real grandma worm = how can 1 become a famous poet? » 
mythology story = the miracle a 

‘an announcement 
letter box - happy diwali to all 
sports talk - Tendulkar version 
puzzle... 

plcture story serial - 77 the sirange creatures. 
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My brother often slaps me. Tell . C 
me a way out, : 

‘This is very simple. If he slaps 
you, slap him back, If he gives you 
‘one slap, you give him back double! 

ren 

Tread with great difficulty, (3 
but get only pass marks, Please 
suggest something, 

Tannot understand. You get pass 


SEE A DIFFERENT 
GRANDMA WORM 


marks, don't you? Be happy with what 
‘you get. Think of some of your friends 
‘who could not even get that. 

My neighbour often listens \S 
to music in a very high volume, 
Please help. 

Buy him a mini walkman at 
your own cost 

Grandma, how in the world do you 
sive such boring suggestions? 

My grandma gave me the same! 





= R.Poornima, Std. IX, Sri 
Sankara Vidhya Ashramam 
.S., Chennai, 


FOR THE 
‘REAL’ GRANDMA WORM 








TURN TO PAGE 67 
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‘Children! Shopping time!” 


other's voice floated through 
Mecra and Ancesh's wrt 
room. They shut their qqp ea 


books with a snap and rushed to 
the car. They were really excited! Mother 
and father were going to buy them 
dresses, cartons loaded with crackers and 
alot more exciting things. It was Diwali 
the next day. 

tthe shop, Meera was quick to make 
herchoice, She chose a lovely salwar set, 
‘a bright yellow skirt and a red shirt to 
match, Aneesh took a while before he 
chose a pair of brown jeans, a yellow T- 
shirt and a dazzling 
maroon shirt! 
Faces beaming, 


hearts happy, 
they next went 
to a cracker 
store, Flower-pots, chakras, sparklers, red 
forts... the usual ones bought year after 
year. Meera had already spelt out her lst. 
‘Aneesh looked around for the latest ar- 
rivals. They were too tempting. After a 
debate with dad Aneesh made up his 
mind. The children struggled to carry the 
large carton to their car. 


iwali morning promised to be 
bright and clear, uckily for the 
children, not rainy and cloudy 


Aneesh was the first to wake up. He shook 
Meera awake, Mother was ready to give 
them their oil bath, For mom, everything 
seemed easy on Diwali day. There was 


ooo 
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total co-operation! 

Dressed smartly in their new clothes, 
Aneesh and Meera excitedly pulled out 
the large carton of crackers. 

“Meera, the flower-pots and chakras 
are all yours. That's what you wanted 
anyway, I being older will take care of 
the latest biggies,” said Aneesh, How he 
enjoyed bossing overhis younger sister! 

Meera was smarter. She firmly 
objected to such nonsense. She put up a 
brave argument and demanded her share. 

‘The children came in exhausted, An 
hour gone and nota single minute wasted! 
Tired and hungry they attacked the 
variety of sweets and savouries laid out 
onthe table. 
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‘Aneesh wanted to share the sweets 
with his best friend next door. With 
‘mother's help, the children packed tiny 
boxes of sweets for distribution among 
their neighbours 

“One box for Mohan" said Meera and 
Aneesh at the same time. They smiled at 
each other 

A packet of crackers too” said 
Ane 

‘Mother and father were prove of their 
children, They gave the children a pat on 

= 
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their back. Mohan was the son of their 
‘maid. A little boy younger to both of them. 


cowards evening, excitement brewed 
ain. Cousins get together 
ind dinner after that, Meera drew 
beautiful rangolis while Ancesh got the 
2e, He poured oil in themand 
gently placed the wicks. Mother 
litthe lamps. The house 

looked beautiful, 
Tt was great fun 
when everyone 





arrived, More crackers from visiting 
uncles and aunts! The crackers were 
placed in a common pool. 

Sound of erackers filled the ai, rockets 
soared into the sky, chakras swirled at top 
tom bombs deafened ears, 
ime floating down. 

Yet another truly wonderful Diwali 
for Meera and Aneesh! 















- Baby 
Cover Illustration : Lal 
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Celebrating Diwali is an age - old tradition, It 
is believed that diwali was celebrated even before 
the times of history being recorded! 

Q__ Mhehistor of Divalii related to mans legends 
in Hindu mythology. Although the presentation, 
® the period and the characters of each of these 
legends may be different, all of them talk about 
Q one thing in common «the victory 


g 







individual, 


The fifth of the ten 
‘The most popular story is from the Rama avatars of Lord Vishnu is 
Divvali is celebrated to commemorate the return of that of Vamana the dwarf 

Q Rama to Ayodhya after emerging victorious in the ‘The legend goes that 
#2 haitle against Ravana, Iti said that Rama returned —Vamana visited M 
2. tohiscity onanew moon day and so people decorated Bali the demon king ancl 
their homes and streets, lit diyas and displayed asked for that much of 
fireworks to illuminate the city. This tradition land that he could 

Q comimus.. measure in three steps 
a The entire heaven and 
‘The first day ofthis four-day festival isassoclated earth being covered by 

with the legend of the killing of Narakasura by Lord the first wo, Bali offers 
Krishna and his wife Satyabama, his head forthe third step 
gQ Naraka had a boon and could not be killed by any The Lord pleased with 
one other than his mother Bhudevi (Goddess of the the king's generosity, 
earth), is eventually killed by his mother gives him the lamp of 
Satyabama who herself was believed to be the knowledge and allows 
incarnation of Bhudevi. him to return to earth 

Q, ,,. rise comes this ght ran that poate oneea yea to iurinte 
a should help their children to-choose the right path thousands of homes with 
Q and not hesitate to punish their children in the right millions of lamps, ‘The 
manner, This they do in the interest of the larger good darkness is thus dispelled. 

of society rather than selfish protection given toa Twas on this day that 
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‘THE SIGNIFICANCE g 


with flowers and worship them. 








Lighting Lamps : The dark new moon ag 
night is well lit to drive away the darkness, 
symbolising the victory of good over evil 

Lamps guide the departed souls to enter 
their homes for it is believed that souls of 
anscestors descend on this day to be part of Q 
the celebrations. Q 













Goddess Lakshmi 
emerged from the ocean _-Fireworks: Again to eliminate the darkness. [tis Q 
with a pot containing also believed that devils, demons and evil spirits 
Amrutha, This she did lurking in the dark are driven with fear by the noise 
when the Gods and De- created Q 
monschurned the oceans Amore scientific significance probably lies in the 
withthe helpof mountain fact tha the fures let out chase away insects found 
Meru and Vasuki, the in plenty after the rains! 
snake, Today Lakshmi 
puja has become part of  Rangolis : This is a tradition passed from one 
Diwali celebrations. generation to another. Drawing *kolams’ and rangolis 

isa sign of invitation to guests. Itis also believed that 
__ The day when Lord these *kolams' bring good luck! There is also artistic g 
Krishna gave protection creativity in these patterns. Qg 
to the cows and cow- 





herds of Gokul (place Distribution of Sweets : Emphasises sharing. To 
where Krishna grew up) — share the bounty bestowed by the Goddess of wealth 
down by Indra, is also a satisfaction. 
part of Diwali celebra- g 
tions, Krishna held high jl bath and New Clothes ; Bath before sunrise 
With his litle finger and and body and ofeourse the joy that goes with it. (Q 
provided shelter to the 

Today, people of tlie tht Lakshmi, the Goddess of wealth visits > 
Punjab, Haryana and homesand shops that are well litand decorated. Gold 
hillocks made of that prosperity and success will follow. 
cowdung, decorate them HAPPY DIWALI g 


from torrential rains sent among the less fortunate brings joy and immense 

the Govardan mountain and new clothes probably symbolise purity of mind 

citizens. Starting of New Account Books : Businessmen Q 

Uttar Pradesh build is purchased, new businesses started -all in the belief 
BQRLQQVQAQARNVLAQRMSVLRLRg 
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STHE FUTURE 
GENERATIONS, 














ACRES AND 
ACRES OF 
FORESTS ARE 
DESTROYED 
EVERY Day, 
Tuls is A SMALL 
CONTRIBUTION 
PROM ME FOR 
THE FUTURE. 



















conan Q) sevens 





1.GO SLO’ 
‘Try out these tongue twisters : 
a) A big black bug bit a big black 
bear. 
b) Which witch wished which 
wicked wish? 
) Six slippery snails slid slowly 
seaward, 
+ Neeraj S.Kallimani, Std. IX, 
St. Paul’s H.S, Belgaum. 


U1, IN ONE STROKE 
Draw this picture without taking 
your pencil off the paper or retracing, 





‘OUR FROM THREE, 
are three squares, Move only 
1es to make four squares, 




















~ Ankit Mishra, Std. IX, Sainik: 
School Amarayathi Nagar, 
Coimbatore. 


IV. LOCATE THEM 
Match the hill stations to the 
e states in which they are 





Hill Stations States 
1. Almora a) Meghalaya 
2.Coonoor ——_b) Jammu & 


Kashmir 

















3.Darjeeling _c) Uttar Pradesh 
(now 
Uttaranchal) 

4,Sri Nagar d) Rajasthan 

5. Simla ) Maharashtra 

6, Mt. Abu ) Madhya Pradesh 

7.Cheerapunji —g) Tamilnadu 


8, Mahabaleshwar h) Himachal 
Pradesh 
9, Ranchi i) West Bengal 
10, Panchmarhi _j) Jarkhand 
= P, Mohan Kumar, Std.lX, Sri 
Vijay Vidyalaya Matric, Hosur, 


V. HOW COULD IT BE? 

1.Vinodh jumped from a 10 
storeyed building onto the pavement 
below, but was not hurt at the least, 
How could it be? 

2, Mano and Minu are keen tennis 
players, Last Sunday they went to their 
local tennis club and played three tennis 
matches in a row. Then they let. Later 
when they were having tea they realised 
that they had both lost and won the 
same number of matches. There's no 
draw in tennis, how was this possible? 

3. Vijay says, "Vijis mother is the 
only daughter of my mother.” How are 
Vijay and Viji related to each other? 

~M. Vinodh, Sankarankoil, Netlai. 


conte.) sore so 





ES PUZZLES PUZZLES PUZZLES 


VI. BIRDS IN WORDS 

There are 10 birds hidden in the 
following sentences —— one in each. 
How quickly can you find them? 

1. These boys want to go out every 
evening, 

2. “Hand over your weapons,” 
ordered the policeman, 

3. He needs my help to prepare for 
his test. 

4. The blue sea gleamed in the light 
of the sun. 

5, She must see a doctor if she is to 
get better. 

6. The snow lay on the ground, 


VII. GUESS WHO? 

1. Chancellor of Germany in 1933, 
later on became a dictator. Mainly 
responsible for World War Il. Leader 
of Nazi party in Germany. 

2. A scientist and astronomer of 
Italy. Professor of Mathematics. 
Improved the telescope, First man to 
see the satellite of Jupiter and mountains 
‘on the moon, 

3. Envoy from Greece at the court 
of King Chandragupta Maurya. Has 
given adetailed account of the civil and 
military administration of the country 
during his rule. 








covering it like a white blanket. + RP, Janani, 
- Suryakumari Dennison, ‘Std.VIL, M.A.K. School, 
Bangalore. Chen: 
VIII CROSSWORD 
Across : Down : 


2. What candles are made of 

3. Group name for tea, coffee, milk 
and the like 

4, A wild animal belonging to the 
cat family 

6. XLin words 

8, Not outdoor 





1 Large mammal living in the ocean 
4, Drops of water from the eyes 
5. Soft and delicate; not hard 
7. Small sized pillow often used as 
back rest 
9, Sea animal with eight arms. 
~B.A. Anusha, Std. VIL, 
Holy Saint English School, 
Bangalore. 












These trees are a species of their 
own, They produce seeds without fruit 
‘or cones, They are the world’s oldest 
living species of trees, The ginkgo isthe 
only survivor ofthe ginkgolaceae family 
whose fossil records date back tothe ag 
of dinosaurs! These trees have a long 
igespan (over 600 years)! So, surely 
ons to come ean also view this 
Once widespread in Europe and North America, the 
ly during the Iee Age, Thanks tothe efforts of the Chine 
arts of China today. Its not yet extinct 
ly adaptable. Thrives ina variety of soils 
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destroyed larg 











monks, these trees are seen in several 
Known forts medicinal v 
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Jed 4 stamps of met 
plants on 225,02 onthe theme of flora. 
Value A': Dog Rose : Pinksh or 
reais in colour (Rosacanina), 
Has higher proportion of vitamin 











White ay 
tit) used for 





Requires adequate drainage. Grows 80-100 feet tall. Not very wide, These trees 
love the sun, Has the ability to resist insects and pollution! (Is thatthe secret ofits 
longevity?) Has pretty fan-shaped, leathery 





y aves, green 


| 2) EY in spring turning to a beautiful dazzling yellow in auturnn, 


EE) Sp) Also known as the Maiden 
TREE 4 


THE SAUSAGE TREE 

is pitch dark in the dense tropical rain forests of Central Africa, Suddenly we 
spot a deep red light at a distance. The light glows, We walk towards it. What a 
dazzling sight, No lights, Bright red flowers have bloomed on long stalks that 
hang down fromthe 
tree, Itisthe sausage | 
tree | 
Flowers attract | 
| 






























night flying bats and 
insects big and 
small, Flowers tum 
into fruits over 
period of time, 
Fruits measut 
two feet in length 
and 


them weighs over 








over 


ch one of 





seven kilograms! 
‘They are used by the 
natives in medicine 
and magic, These 
fruits look ike giant- 
sized sausages! 
Hence the nam 





Value C + Valerian : Off white 
colour used in the treatment of nervous 
‘conditions and sleep aid fr insomnia. 

Value D + Sweet violet : Deep 
purple in colour mainly used for 
treatment of coughs and nervous 
disorders 


= JP. Manjubashini, Kondur 
‘Source : Slovenia stamp bulletin. 








THE TRAVELLER'S TREE 

Tr you are a traveller and you ever wished that your wish came true, then 
make sure your are near a traveller's tree for, it is said, “If a traveller stands 
directly in front of a traveller's tree and makes a wish in good spirit, that wish will 
most certainly come true!” 

Grown in plenty in Madagascar. Has.a trunk that looks like that of a palm tree. 
Grows over 90 feet tall! Has leaves like that of a banana right on top giving a fan- 
like appearance. Each leaf base stores over a litre of water. Travellers quench 
their thirst from these water stores. Hence the name. 








THE BAOBAB TREE 

“Out of litte seeds, great trees can grow.” This statement is very true of the 
Baobab. Also known as the ‘monkey bread’ tree. Has a huge, fat wide, swollen, 
jug-shaped trunk. Fruits, seeds, roots and leaves are edible, ‘Takes over 15 
adults with outstretched 

arms joining hands to cov- 

er its circumference 

Trunks are hollowed out 

for people to live in or 

store water! An African 

§) baobab tree in Hyderabad 





is 700 years old. It has a 
hollow trunk and 27 peo- 
plecan sit inside it, tightly 
squeezed! 





THE CALABASH TREE 


Tndians of the Carribean Islands are extremely skillful, They carve out lovely, 
intricate designs on the large fruits they gather. The fruits are from the Cala 
tree. 

Only horses can break open the hard shell of this fruit with their mout 
the sweet pulp inside. 

Has simple leaves and round, fat,gourdsike fruits. Over a hundred fruits appear 
ona single tree. Fruits are green and hard for over seven months, They then turn 
yellow and eventually fal. 





THE STRANGLER FIG 

Asits name suggests, the strangler 
fig eventually kills the tree it grows 
on. These trees are found in larg 
‘numbers in sub-tropical rainforest. 

Grows over 45 metres tall, Has a 
tall and wide canopy. The top spreads 
like an umbrella. Has a light coloured 
bark. Roots are sent down. These 
roots gradually envelope and strangle 
the host tree. Has large leaves that are 
paler at the base and shiny green on 
top. Fruit is large and tasty, relished 
by birds. 





-BUD 




























IL FOUR FROM THREE 
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IV. LOCATE THEM 

1-¢,2-g,3-i,4-b,5-h,6-d, 
7-a,8-€,9-j,10-f. 

V. HOW COULD IT BE? 

1. He jumped from the window of 
the ground floor! 2. They played against 
3. Viji is Vijay's 








VI. BIRDS IN WORDS 

1. Swan 2.Dove 3. Hen 4, Eagle 
5. Emu 6. Owl 

VII. GUESS WHO? |. Hitler 2. 
Galileo 3. Megasthanes 
Vill. CROSSWORD 












FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR. 
Dear children, January 2003 and will recei 
We would like to publish articles, poems, _ remunerations. 

stories, puzzles, experiences, snippets etc _If you want your contributions to be sent 

around the theme of Christmas and New back to you on rejection, enclose a self- 

Year. addressed, stamped envelope. 

Do send in your relevant contributions There is one major condition. The 
to us, The last date for receiving contribu- contributions must be your original creations, 
tions at our end is November 25, 2002. A declaration to that effect is a must, We 

‘Selected articles will be published over cannot consider contributions without a 
the two issues dated December 2002 and it 





suitable 


he clock struck nine and ended its 
‘musical tune. The birthday party 
was over. | was feeling very tired 
after a hectic evening but could nat wait 
to open my gifts. Amidst the ever-so- 
many fun games, knitting kits, pots and 
pots of fabric and poster colours, fancy 
earrings, bracelets, pendants and the lke 
there was a small well wrapped package 
that caught my attention, What could it 
be? 
The gift was from my uncle, It was a 
small watch. A red needle was swiftly 
‘moving through the seconds. 


‘he next morning when | met my 

tuncle and thanked him for his git, 

he almost gave me a small lecture 
‘on how | should use it and how useful it 
will be to get more organized, He said, 
“There are a number of things which we 
do every day like brushing our teeth, We 
sometimes choose to skip it or rush 
through itto save time or spend more time 
than necessary at the cost of other jobs. 
Then we find time is 
running out and 
become rest- 
less. Itwe or- 
ganize our- 
selves so 
that each 












iP 


job is done in the least possible time, we 
‘can avoid any pitfalls. The stop watch will 
help you to do repetitive jobs in the least 
possible time so that you may have more 
time to do more important jobs, The meth 
‘od works like this. Just watch the time 
you take for a job. The next time you do it 
you will find you can do it in less time 
This way, every time you doit you will do 
it quicker than you did earlier, as practice 
makes a person perfect, Perhaps you 
know sportsmen also use this method so 
that every time they practice, they try to 
better their earlier record. | am sure you 
will find this gift useful.” 
| was excited to put this new method 
to test the very next day, After a week's 
trial, | now know how much time I need 
to get ready for school, These days | don't 
skip my breakfast to catch my schoo! bus 
inthe morning nor delay my dinner to do 
my home work. All my work is done with 
clock-like precision and really, | 
don't miss out on any of my 
interests including Cartoon 
Network, | now agree that when 
you save by seconds, you get it 
back in hours. 
‘Now stop and watch how long 
you took ta read this. Next time 
you read this 1 am sure you 
would take less time and less 
and less thereatter. Isn't that 
great? 
~ 8. Gayatri, New Delhi. 


STOP 
VATCH 
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Deer are twin-hoofed animals. They belong to the 
family cervidae and are mostly found in 
Woodlands and forests. A few species are seen 
in open grasslands and the Tundra, Deer have 
elongated bodies, short tails and large noses and 
ear-flaps. They closely resemble the antelope. 















The moose is huge. It 
towers over an adult 
human, It’s antlers are 
2.15 metres long and over 
95 cms wide. The animal 
weighs over 800 kgs! 






The black buck is the fastest among all 
deer, It runs at a speed of about 100 
kms an hour, 








| \ 
| The cevrotain or mouse 
deer js really small, tt is 
All male deer | only 30.cms tall and weighs 
possess a pair of | a mere 9 kgs. Found in the 
antlers on their head, | Eastern parts of Africa, this 
These antlers are | timid creature has no 
made entirely of bone | antlers. 
unlike the horns of - 
cattle or antelope. In some deer, these antlers are only 
spikes while in many others, they are branched, 
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f The reindeer is the only species of deer 
} in which antiers are found on females 
J too. Those of males 
}] are much iarger 






The antlers are not 
permanent. They are shed 
regularly year after year and 
are replaced. The branching 
of antlers increases 
with the aging 
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The Jenas Detra 
Seros is the only 
antelope with four 
antlers. It has two 
spiky, short ones on 
its forehead and two 
‘on top of its head! 


- 


When it comes to the question of who 
is the boss?’, severe fights breakout 
between two or more male oryxes. 
The ‘boss’ threatens the other males, 
but rarely attacks with its horns. The 
sharp horns are too dangerous to be 
used on a ‘companion’ of the herd. 
The ‘tired out’ male accepts defeat and 
walks away. - 




















During mating season. when fighting 
tournaments take place, quite often the antlers 
‘of the opponents get locked. AS the fight goes 
‘on, this ‘locking causes terrible injuries. 
Occasionally the stags die of hunger and thirst 






being unabie to undo the lock! 


Many species of deer have special 
glands between the toes of their hoof. 
These glands leave behind a special 
‘scent that enables other deerin the herd 
to keep track. 













Scent sig- 
=y/_ nals are very 

important to 
these animals as 
they have extremely sensitive 
noses. Glands situated near 
the eyes of a male deer, se- 
crete strong smelling fluids 
that attract the females from 
miles away. 


The Muntiacus barks 


‘barking deer’. The bark is so loud 
and shrill that it frightens those 
animals that come to attack. 


Glands found near the abdomen of the 
male musk deer secrete a strong 
odoured, brownish fluid called musk 
The fluid gets collected in a bag-like 
structure and is used in the making of 
perfumes. A male musk deer secretes 
10 gms of musk every year. A kilogram 
of musk is worth 15 lakhs of rupees! 





Musk deer are found in India, Tibet, 
China and Siberia. They are about 50 
cms tall. The males have two long, 
curved, tusk-like teeth growing 
downward from thelr upper jaw, These 
teeth which measure 8 cm in length, 
help the animal to dig out roots from 
underground and to defend itsel. 







Davidianusis a species of deer found 
mainly in China. Also known as the 
‘donkey-tailed’ deer, this animal has 
(as the name suggests) the tail of a 
donkey, the hoofs of a cow and 
antiers ike a deer! 


dra, The same 
species o~a" 

is known as the Caribou in Ameri- 
ca. In northern Europe, the Lapps 
of Lapland tend herds of tame tein- 
deer and feed on reindeer's milk 

















The Saiga has a unique, large-sized, 
bulbous nose, It is a fast runner, It 
also has a good sense of smell. 










ives inte cold mouniains of 
Europe and Asia and is never 
hunted - for, it is believed that 
the person who kills this beast 
would surely die within a year 
cof having killed itt 


coxnmn Qi] roves 









POLYDACTY 


olida is a sleepy litle village in 
Chotila Taluka of Surendranagar 
district, about 70 km from Rajkot, The 
Village has about 50 people with six- 
fingers (one thumb and five fingers) on 
both hands with even space inbetween 
giving a regular look. They consider this 
as a mark of blessings of a Goddess 
‘Chamunda. These people belong to the 
*Shisa Kolis’, a local tribe settled in the 
village. According to the elders of the 
village, the first child of any couple be- 
longing to the ‘Shisa Kolis” had six fin- 
‘gers, while those born later had normal 
hands with four fingers and a thumb. 
Inthe village of Cervera de Buitrago 





in Spain, nearly every- 
‘one has six or seven fin- 
gers on each hand. 
People there are so 
used to seeing six fin- 
gerson each hand that 


if they see @ normal 
hand they feel some- 
thing is wrong! 

In western coun- 
ties, there is an old 
belief that a person 

LISM with an extra finger 

s oon the right hand is 

PEWE born to be lucky, 

‘whereas one with an extra finger on the 

Jeft hand is an unfortunate soul. This 

superstition gained strength when the 

second wife of Henry VIII of England, 

‘Anne Boleyn, who had six fingers on 
the left hand was executed, 

In the Bible, there is mention of a 
giant named Gath who had six fingers 
on each hand 

The presence of extra fingers, called 
polydactylism in medical language, is 
inherited. This seems to be due to a 
single gene. People with six fingers have 
‘no mysterious powers. They are like all 
others, who have four fingers and a 
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Ina forest of South Africa, a 
fight broke out between the 
elephants and the hippos. The 
angry elephants bashed up 
thirty six hippos. The hippos ran 
for their lives! 

+ Girish V. Sahani, Std. X, Sri 
Sahajanand S.S., Ahmedabad. 
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one person | hated, it was Subbaji. Almost five times 
my age, skinny with her few strands of dull grey hair 
and a set of half broken 
teeth, she could do 
everything that could 
possibly infuriate me. 
Subbaji, a ser- 
vant, old and bor- 
ing. 


1 | were busy 
listening to 
pop music, 


she, apart from 
swabbing the floor, 
would yawn and 
mutter, "Hey Ram. 
you call this music. 
During our times, 
we...” 

She would start 
humming a loathsome 
song with unintelligible 
lyrics assisted by those bro- 
ken vocal cords, never- 
theless, bugging me! | 
could only retaliate by 
increasing the volume 
of the record but Subbaji 
would be too busy with 
her song to even notice. 

Ihated her stares, her glares, 
the way she gaped with her mouth wide open, 
watching the flimsy climax of a typical masala film... Subbaji, a servant, 
old and boring. 


: since | leamt the ways of the world, if there was 








care. She would become over-protective, nothing could ‘dare to 
escape her watchful eyes... the number of telephone calls 


a 


\ would be worse, when | was sometimes left alone under her 


received by me, the 
TV channels | 
watched, the 
friends who visited 
me.. 

“Don't talk to that 
girl with that weird 
smile, who came 
yesterday. | know 
such people... 

Her talks were il- 
logical and unrea- 
sonable, linking one 
person to another 
she had known ages 
ago or sometimes worse, 
connecting the real world to 
the supernatural. 

Strangely enough, | never had 
the courage to snub her openly. 
Her over-enthusiasm and her loud 
voice were all too dominating, 

So there | was, always a silent 
victim! 

She had guts. Enough guts to 
call my newly bought designer 
outtit as ‘frightful’ and to suggest 
that | wear long skirts instead... 
with lots of flowers and bangles. 








Subbaji, a servant, old and 
boring 
SMALLEST KITES 





verything, good 
or bad, has to 
come to an 


end. | was happiest 
when mother an- 
nounced that Subbaji 
would be retiring and 
returning to her vil- 
lage. “Good for her 
and myself’, 1 
thought. 

When the time of 
departure arrived, 
Subbaji came to- 
wards me. 

| expected her to 
end her contact with me 
with some nasty com- 
ment or drab wishes. 

Something unexpected hap- 
pened. | suddenly observed her 
genuinely moist eyes. 

“Beti, you were more like a 
granddaughter to me. You cared 
so much for this old lady. | do not 
know how to repay your kindness. 
Remember me always, Subbaji, 
your servant, old and boring 

| stood numb. | couldn't help 
the tears trickling down my cheeks, 

- Pruthvi Vasudev, Hubli 











he claims is the smallest kite in the 
world at 2.5 mm long, He plans to ap- 








Jagmohan 
Dalmiya of Amrit- 
sar, Punjab dis- 











ace ‘ae 


ply fora new record for 
the smallest kites in the 
“Guinness Book of 
World Records.” 





+ Suresh K. Anjum, 
Kolkatta, 
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PLEASE GIVE UP SMOKING 


“Smoking is injurious to health’ 
This is a statutory warning written on 
every cigarette packet and every hoard- 
ing that advertises cigarettes. Still 
people smoke! 

‘Smoking causes respiratory prob- 
lems and lung diseases. People who 
smoke are called ‘active smokers’. The 
smoke released by these ‘active smok- 
ers* also affects other innocent people 
around them who inhale the smoke. Such 
people become the ‘passive smokers’ 

Of late, even women and teenagers 
are becoming addicted to smoking. This 
is an unhealthy trend. 

People should not smoke in public 
places like railway stations, theatres, bus 
stands ete. We cannot blame the govern- 
‘ment for not taking action against the 
‘smokers. It is upto each individual to feel 
the moral responsibility of not making 
others victims to this bad habit. 

Letus start from our own homes. Chil- 
dren, why not ask people who smoke in 
your homes for a nice birthday gift? Ask 
them to give up smoking! 

- P. Sai Deepak, Std V, 
Saikor English Medium School, 
Visianagaram. 








Brain Drain vs 
Brain Gain 


“My son has found 
a prestigious job in the 
us” 

“My daughter earns 
1000 pounds a month. She is well 
settled in London.” 

How often do we hear these di 
Jogues from proud parents? Quite of- 








ten, 

“To get a job abroad is not easy. It 
requires a lot of hard work.” 

Do students who speak thus put in 
as much hard work and effort when it 
comes to finding a job in our own coun- 
try? Rarely. 

“Better job opportunities and sala- 
ries are really attractive” they further 
quip. 

This may be true. But, only if people 
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stay back in India and work towards its 
development will India too be able to 
provide better opportunities. 

‘There are so many problems like 
poverty, unemployment, economic and 
social backwardness etc, that our coun- 
try faces. Wouldn't it be better if the 
youth of our country dedicated them- 
selves to tackling these? 

Letus as future citizens make an at- 
tempt to stop this “brain drain’. Let us 
work towards “brain gain’. 

-S, Nithya, Age 15, Chennai. 





ITIS A PITY... 


Tnthe tast Presidential election, 174 
votes were found to be invalid, having 
been deliberately cast by our MPs. Rude 
and uncouth comments were written on 
ballot papers. Such is the conduct of our 
political leaders. Itis a pity that such a 
thing should have happened. 

Don’t these MPs know that crores 
of rupees are spent on elections? Even 
an illiterate common man casts his vote 
‘more sensibly! 

= R. Anjoo Sharon, Coimbatore. 
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WASTE NOT - WANT NOT 


Penny saved is a penny earned, Al- 
though many of us have come across 
this maxim, only a few follow this in 
our day to day life, To stress the need 
of thrift, October 30, of every year is 
being observed as World Thrift Day. 

“Waste not - Want not”, the words 
carved in stone over Sir Walter Scott's 
Kitchen fire place at Abbots Ford, should 
instil in us a feeling of accountability for 
‘what we earn and the way in which itis 








not only among the affluent but also 
among the middle class. An affluent 
spends because he has in excess, while 
‘a middle class man spends to show the 
world that he can afford to be luxuri- 
us, even though in reality he cannot. 
‘Trying to imitate the affluent, the middle 
class man falls a prey to this phobia. 
‘is not what a man gets that consti- 
tutes his wealth, but his manner of spending 
and economising it” says Samuel Smiles. 
‘Think deeply about the amount of 
‘wastage that occurs in our day - to - day 
life - food, electricity, money, paper, 
Woid it. Waste not - want not. 


- VIM. Kannabiran, Chennai. 
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Finally the Pandavas accepted Kio's advice A messenger was vent and 
Karna anived in the foxes 
Fa, 
1am only Try 
happy to do what | 
can for them. Il sve gy 
itaty. 
































Karna began to pray 





‘Oh god, f 
lieve in charty\| | Pa 
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When | wos walking up and dour 
| sow drizzles touch the ground, 
Ie suddenly started pouring, 
| could heor thunder roaring 
Uttle animals began to run, 
Wotching this was lot of fun. 
hope this hoppens once again, 
So I could get wet in the rain, 
= R. Ramya Krishnan, Std. VI, 
Frank Anthony Public School, Bangalore. 














Drop by drop falls the rain, 
Filing up all ditches and drains, 
Children come out to play, 
Jumping into puddies this rainy day, 
Tender crops bow in delight. 
Kindling hopes of harvest bright. 
Drawing blankets toe to head 
- We cuddle together into bed, 
~ P.R.Sinduja, Std. VI, National 
pity - Dop Public Schoo!, Bangalore. 
Came the first rain drop. 
Falling on my frock of lace 
And then on my pretty face. 
Yahoo! The monsoon has begun 
I screamed with joy and began to run 
T'd love to play in the rain all day 
Even when I am old and grey 
- B. Vijeeta, Std. IV, 
St. Teresa’s Convent, Mumbai 

































Tiny little raindrops falling from the sky, 
Tiny litle raindrops greeting us 'Hi' 
Tiny little raindrops falling on the bough, 
Tiny litle raindrops helping plants to srow. 9 
Tiny little raindrops falling on fields, AS 
Tiny little raindrops giving farmers healthy yields, "Q\ 
py litle raindrops falling on lands dy, 
title raindrops bidding df 'good bye’ 

= Iyer Saipriya, Std. Vil, 
‘Axmtta Vidyalaya Pune. 
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The sky is dark, with Clouds big and black; 
Sufe, there's going to be a thunder clap! 
Seconds later, | look around me, 

Now there's water right uptoymy knee! 


J run, to make @ paper boat, 
And there on the puddle, allow it to float! 
Look at the rainbow in the sky, 
Smiling at me, as ito say good-bye! 
»  ~F. Fidha Parvez Khan, Std, XI, Mahatma 9, 
Montessori Mat. School, Madurai. 


It starte with « Low rumble far away, 
You keow storm clouds are making thalt wi 
A flach of lightning, and thunder call 

A drop of water slowly falls 

Sinking into the parched earth with @ 


ral joy in its heat. 
Fea. ~ Priyanka Kumar, Std. VII, 
Ashok Hall Girls’ H.S.S., Kolkat 
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CARTOONS MADE EASY 


How tovety this page looks. Observe individually. Then make combinations of 
the eye contact that is highlighted in this different animals and create your own 
picture. There's joy, surprise, curiosity picturesque scenes. 

friendliness... You may also colour this page if 
First practice drawing these animals you tke = LALITHA AUNTY 
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rom time to 
time King 
Jayabalan 


it bad about 
his bald head. Every time this 
happened, his ministers ran hither 
and thither looking for hair restorers 
Many remedies were tried, but none 
worked. 

‘The king was bald as ever. 

One day the king sat brooding 
about this, when some ministers came 
in, 





“What is it, Your Majesty?” asked 
Sigainasam, the home minister. 
The king silently pointed to his 
ad. 
“He means there is nothing on it” 
said Varisumai, the finance minister, 


h 











to his friend Ayalaan, the minister for 
foreign affairs, in a whisper. 

“And nothing in it, too” Ayalaan 
whispered back. 

‘Your Majesty” said Sigainasam. 
“We will bring some top doctors from 
foreign countries”. 

“We did before” said Tholaipesi 
the communications minister. 
“When I next go abroad, I will 
look for some good remedies” said 
Ayalaan, 

‘That might be too late" said 
Solmannan, the minister for publicity. 
“Time is of the essence. Time is 
fleeting. Time and tide wait for no 


SING 


fone. A stitch in time saves nine.” 
Solmannan, are you suggesting 
that hair should be stitched on my 
head?” the king asked anxiously. 
No... no, Your Majesty. It is just 
an expression.’ 
“I need a cure, not expressions” 


said the king irritably. 
of medicine men coming 
and going. And they were 
able to do just that - come and 

20. 
How is the treatment coming 








he next few days saw a lot 
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along?” Ayalaan asked Varisumai 

“L believe they examined his head, 
but couldn’t find anything” came the 
reply. 

“We don't need a doctor to tell us 
that” said Ayalaan, and they both 
smiled broadly. 

‘The next day Sigainasam appeared 
at the palace and bowed before the 
king. “Your Majesty” he said. “Some 
of my supporters have decided to 
demonstrate their solidarity with you. 
Will you please step out on the 
balcony?” 

‘The king and a few ministers came 
out on the balcony. They looked down 
into the courtyard. About twenty five 
young men were 
standing there with 
clean-shaven heads, 





“Long live King 
Jayabalan” they 
shouted, 


“How does this 
help His Majesty's 


hair to grow?" 
Ayalaan asked 
Sigainasam. 

“You don’t 
understand these 


things” Sigainasam 
hissed. “Please don’t interfere.” 

He then feaned over and addressed 
the young men. “His Majesty is very 
pleased by your loyalty. You may now 
go home.” 

‘The young men cheered loudly and 
then went off, their heads shining 
brightly in the sun. They pelted stones 
‘ata few passing chariots before going 





home. 


few days later Solmannan 
pe to the palace with a 
couple of foreigners. “Your 
Majesty, these are two famous 
wig makers from the European 
country, Yutoupeea” Solamannan 
said. 
‘The two young Europeans bowed 
smartly. They had long blonde hair. 
“Lam Harpeece” said one in a 
sing-song voice, and made another 
bow. 
“Lam Harsonhed” said the other, 
executing a few dance steps. 
“You see, Your Majesty, both these 





men are wearing wigs” said 
Solmannan 

“Well fixed” said Harsonhed, 
tugging at his hair. 

“His Majesty wouldn't like tohhave 
yellow hair” Sigainasam sniffed. 

“Oh, we have other colours too” 
said Harpeece. “Black, red, grey, gold 
and twelve other shades.” 


4 fayabaian Story 


“Let's see some black ones” said 
the king eagerly. 

Harpeece and Harsonhed led the 
king into the next room where there 
was a large mirror. The ministers 
followed them. 

“Your Majesty” said Harpeece. 
“You sit before the mirror, and we will 
fit you with a series of wigs. You can 
choose the one that pleases you. 

‘The king quickly sat down. 
Harsonhed puta wig on the king's head. 
“This is called Twin Peak” he said. (6) 

Harpeece handed over another wig, 
“This is known as Spike Hike.” (3) 

Next came Crook Cut (2) and 
Breezy Lawn (8), followed by Tumble 
Tress (7), Sleek slick (4), Tarboosh (1) 
and Kewpie (5). 

Every time a wig was put on, the 
ministers applauded loudly. The king 
seemed to like Tumble Tress. 

“Yes, Your Majesty, that’s the best” 
said Sigainasam with an eager grin. 

“A wise choice, Your Majesty” said 
Harpeece. “This is the most popular 








wig in the West. It is also known as 
Cascade.” 

“Good, I'll take this” said the king, 

But when they heard the price of the 
‘wig, the ministers collectively gasped. 
The finance minister almost fainted. 

“This is the best wig in the world” 
said Harsonhed. “You can’t expect it 
to be cheap. 

Seeing the king’s eagerness to have 
the wig, Sigainasam said : “The price 
doesn't matter. The king likes it, and 
50 we will take it.” The king beamed 
with pleasure. 

Harpeece and Harsonhed made a 
few adjustments in the wig while the 
king kept gazing at his reflection with 
a small smile. 

“That will be all” said Harsonhed 
finally. The king walked about the room 
and the corridor, gently running his 
fingers through his ‘hair’. Varisumai 
took the wig makers to his office and 
paid them off. 

Harpeece and Harsonhed came to 

bid farewell to the king and 
his ministers. “Remove 
the wig at night, Your 

Majesty, and put it 








have provides 
‘The king nodded, and 

the duo bade farewell 

and wenton their way, 





King Jayabalan 
strutted about the 
palace, fingering his 
wig, tossing his 
head, and stylishly 
pushing back the hair from his 
forehead 


fter a couple of days, 
Sigainasam suggested that the 
king should go out so that the 


people could see his new 
appearance. So the king set out, 
accompanied by all his ministers. 

As they were passing through the 
palace gardens, a sudden gust of wind 
blew away the wig from the king's 
head. ‘The wig landed on the ground 
about twenty feet away. Two ministers 
ran to pick it up, 

But by then a crow swooped down 
and picked up the wig in its beak and 
flew off to a tall tree. 

“Shoo, shoo” the ministers yelled. 
Some threw a few stones tit. The crow 
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took off to a 
distant tree where it 
used the wig to line its 
nest. That was the last 
anyone saw of the wig, 

‘The king continues to be 
irless, and very sad indeed, 


+ Janakan 
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THE PARENT PAG 


Dear editor, 
My children 
are regular 
readers of 
Gokulam and t 
too enjoy 
reading it. It 
was a wonder- 
ful idea to 
start the 
‘Parent's 
Page’ and give 
us an opportu- 
nity. 

- Seetha 


iE 


A LESSON 
FROM MY SON 


My son and daughter are too dependent on me, 
The fact that I am a house - wife and always at home, 
‘makes them feel I will do things for them. Right from 
waking them up in the morning, until they go to sleep 
Thave to keep gi 








1g them instructions, 


Last vacation we had gone to Chennai where we 
stayed with my cousin who went to work. [saw that 
asa year younger than my son was so 
independent. He did all his things by himself, 1 ad- 
mnired my cousin for having brought him up like tha. 

When schools reopened, life got back to normal 
routine. My work of laying their uniform, preparing 
their tiffin, and getting them ready for school started. 
Shouts like “Mummy, where is 
my hanky?” "Mummy my 
book is not to be seen!” 


her son, who: 














continued. 


“When will they learn to do things 
for themselves?" I wondered. 

At last I_got angry one day and 1 
shouted at them “Why can’t you learn 
to keep your things in place? When will 
‘you become independent? You should 
hhave learnt something from Prasad (my 
cousin's son), From tomorrow I won't 
do anything for you.” 


The next two days saw achange in 
them, It was as if they had decided to 
do everything themselves. They didn’t 
talk to me about their school or friends; 
they did their studies alone. There was 
no shouting or screaming at home. The 
house was silent. 

I should have been happy, instead I 
felt alienated. Without their talking, the 
house seemed empty. 

When I saw my daughter struggling 
with her craft work, [tried to help her. 
But she refused. It hurt me and we had 
anargument. 


That is when my son 
said, “You wanted us to 
be independent, mummy.” 
$0?" I asked “Do you 
hate me for that’ 

No,” he said. “We 
don’t hate you, We love 
you a lot. If this is what 

you want, I's okay with 
u 








I stared at him and he 
continued. "When we tell 
‘you to do something for 
ls it is because we like it 
if you help us. We then feel 
‘youare always with us, When you scold 
itus we know you care for 
us. We enjoy talking to you about our 
school and friends, because we look 
‘upon you as our friend, You referred 
to Prasad, but did you notice, he never 
talked to his parents about anything or 
asked them anything? There was no 
communication between them. They 
didn’t seem to have time for each other. 
Do you want our house to be like that? 
Each of us doing our own work not 
talking to anyone? I don’t like it 
mummy. I Tike it when we talk, argue 
and help each other. The last two 
days..." He was erying. Iran to himand 
hugged him 

‘There was much truth in what he 
said. I decided to continue and do my 
best for my children and not to com- 
pare them with anyone. I am really 
proud of my son and as I took my chil- 
<dren in my arms all I could say was “I 
am sorry.” 








~ K Seetha, Mumbai, 


corwan YQ wovenaensoor 


‘PANDITI 
GANGADHAR 
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But, why? | want 
people to call me 


r 

Second house on the 
fourth lane at Bara 
Chowk. 












Bitbal went to Bare Chowk the 
next morning, He spoke to the 
little boys playing on the street 


@ 


ie 








Do you know Gangadhar who 
lives here? 






























teach you how 
to handle that 
Whenever you 
sce him, just call him 
Pandit’. Whatever 
happens, don't 
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Gangadhar remembered Birbals advice 
— cy 


The boys followed Birbal's instruction. 
—— 
or 


Lara 
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chased the boys everytime they 
1¢ boys ran. It became a popular} 


Goangadhar soon became tied ofthe game. 
The game stopped but the name stuck, 


















er a few months a relative off 


A a 
Gangadhar's visited him You mean Panditj's 


house? This is it. 























SANDHYA SRIDHAR 








Chapter I 
THE NEW HOME 


he taxi drew to a halt outside 

the house. It was a fairly big 

bunglow, set in a rather wild 
but lush garden, quite beautifully 
maintained. That was the first 
thing that Eashwar noticed about 
his new home - the beautiful and 
green garden, 

‘Sdmeone came running down a 
path that ran down the garden, by 
the side of the house, It was a 
rather wizened old man, dressed 
impeccably in a pristine white 
dhoti and a white kurta, A towel 
was flung across one shoulder. 

‘The man reached the gate and 
threw it open, giving them a wide 
smile, “Welcome, welcome!” said 
the old man, in Tamil, "Welcome 












\y 


ie 


THE MAN WITH 


young 
man!" 
Sed dun 
at Eashwar, showing a dazzling set 
of white, strong teeth. Eashwar 
smiled back rather shyly. 

The old man, who was the 
gardener(he called himself a maali) 
and caretaker of the bunglow, 
picked up the larger pieces of 
luggage and carried them to the 





NO NAME 


verandah, while appa paid off the 
taxi, 

The family of three slowly walked 
down the driveway of their new 
home looking at the house and its 
surroundings. “It is beautifull” 
breathed amma, “I am glad this 


house is away from the main city. 
SERIAL 
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It is so peaceful.” surroundings with mixed feelings. 
Eashwar thought the house was Another new city, another new 
beautiful too, but he surveyed his home, new school, new friends... 
Eashwar was not quite sure wheth- 
er he was as happy about this 
move as amma seemed to be 
Eashwar's father worked for 
Bharat Oil Corporation and 
his job was such that he was 










transferred to a different branch 
every couple of years. This meant 
that the entire family moved with 
appa. Amma who worked in a 
bank had to get herself transferred 
too, each time they moved. But 
this time, the move was to Chen- 
nai and amma’s bank 
had found 





it difficult to 

find her a po- 

sition in a branch 

in the city. So 
amma had quit her job 

~ it had not been an easy 
decision to make and Eashwar 
often caught her wiping away a 
stray tear. He was just nine and 








did not know what to do, for he 
could not say that he was happy 
with this constant moving either. 


EXPLORING.. 
































ashwar spent the rest of the 
day exploring the house and 
the garden, Thankfully, no 
one seemed to bother about him 
much that day, except during lunch 
time, when he was called in to eat. 
The house was quite big, with 
enough and more space for two 
families, The 











garden, was even 


bigger. At the far end of the 
garden was a little cottage - 
Obviously the maali’s home. Did 
he live alone? Had he no family? 
Eashwar upturned a flower pot 








and stood or 





to peer through 
a side window, into the cottage 
He could hardly make out anything 
in the gh He could make out 
a kerosene stove and a few cook: 
ing utensils scattered in one cor- 
ner, Some clothes hung from a 
line on one side. There was no 
furniture to speak of at all. He 
jumped down from the 
flower pot and went 
round the cottage. A string 
cot stood under a tree a few feet 
away. He climbed upon it and lay 
down, Hmmm... quite comfort: 
able, or was it? The stringy cot, 
with no mattress upon it, would 
not be the ideal place for a good 
snooze. 

dust as Eashwar was about to 
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get up, he heard the maali’s voice. The hut was disap- 
“The little master is making him- pointing after all — nothing inter- 
self comfortable, I see,” it said. esting at all, He stretched out on 
Eashwar practically leapt from the straw mat and rested his head 
the cot onto the ground. “No, on his folded arms, 
no!” said the maali, “Please lie Eashwar was nine-years-old and 
down if you want, It is okay,” But most of his life had been a series 
Eashwar was too embarrassed to of moves from one place to an- 
say anything. “Do you want to other, New homes, new neigh- 
come into my humble house?” bourhoods, new schools, new 
asked the maali, Eashwar nodded, friends... Well, the last was the 
The man opened the door, trickiest ~no new friends would be 
went in and beckoned Eashwar, closer to the mark. Eashwar felt 
just a wee bit sorry for himself, 
Since he was always a ‘new boy’ 
each time he joined a different 
he maali went to a corner, school, he found himself in the 
picked up a straw mat and fringes of already established 
laid it on the floor. groups. In one or two schools, 
, sit,” he told Eash- :\ he had found a ‘best friend’, but 
war. He then went to the 
corner where the ker 
osene stove was and 
began the process 
of making tea. 
Eashwar had quite 
an opportunity to 
look around the 
cottage then, The 
walls were bare, the 
clothes that hung 
from the line were 
dhotis, lungis and a 
few more pristine /S 
white kurtas, all 
neatly folded. 
“Will you hay 
tea litle master? 
asked the maali, 




















THE STRANGE COTTAGE 









Eashwar shook his 


many times, he had a lot of 
‘friends’ but no special one to call 
his own. 

So he often felt lonely, but he 
had discovered the art of finding 
new things to be interested in. 
This time, in Chennai, it was his 
house and his neighbourhood. 
Since the bungalow was set in a 
suburb away from the city, it was 
a quiet and peaceful area. It also 
seemed safe enough for him to 
explore and not get into any 
unnecessary trouble. 

‘As he pondered about all this, 
Eashwar's gaze roved over the 
ceiling of the cottage. From 
‘outside, it seemed as if the cottage 
had a red tiled roof. From the 
inside, the cottage roof was the 
strangest Eashwar had ever seen. 
“| have seen cottages in grandpa's 
village,” thought Eashwar, “and 
this does not look like what 1 am 
familiar with at all.” 

He turned his head to look at 
the maali. At that moment, the 
man turned to look at him. They 
stared at each other for a few 
seconds. “The young master had 
made himself very comfortable,” 
he grinned, “You can stay on if 
you wish. I have some work 
outside. I'll be back in a few 
minutes.” Leaving something boil- 
ing away on the stove, the maali 
left. 

Now Eashwar sat up to look at 
the ceiling. Instead of the usual 
wooden beams or even a concrete 
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Judge : Give me your name, 
‘occupation and the charge against you. 

‘Accused : My name is Spark. | am 
‘anelectrcian and the charge against me 
is battery stealing 

Judge : Put him in the dry cell. 

‘Accused : This is a terrible shock! 

Nita R. Koyande, Std. X, Atomic 

Energy Central School, Mumbai. 
Dear ta, 
Please send us your residential address. 
~ Editor 
roof, there were strange looking 
metal reapers criss-crossing above. 
Eashwar squinted up. He desper- 
ately wished he had a torch or 
something. 

Then suddenly, he became all 
alert. Something was blinking very 
quickly and very fast in the roof. 
‘The blinking was too systematic to 
bea firefly or any other insect. He 
heard footsteps hurriedly approach- 
ing the hut. The door was thrown 
open 

“Will the young master like to 
go home now,” the maali said, He 
was smiling wide, but Eashwar 
knew that it was time to go home. 








He's the man with no 


name. Where's he from? 
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“One day in 
November 
the sun sets 
and does not 
appear again 
till January 
when it 


peeps out 
just for a 
little while 
in the 

morning.” 







Countries and their children 


“TF know what Scandinavian countries ar 
shouted Priya in excitement as her hand went up, 

Itwas project time at Sishu Vidyalaya. ‘Children 
of Scandinavia" was the topic given tothe children of 
class six. 











‘When they heard the topic being announced, most 
of them looked at each other and wondered what Mrs. 
Prothima meant. Rahul was the first to speak. 
what is Scandi... Scandinova...?”" he asked, 

twas then that Priya put up her hand and shouted 
at the top of her voice. 

“I know what Scandinavian countries are! I've 
been there!” 

“Then, you are the right person to tell the class all 
about how children live way up there” said 
Mrs. Prothima their class teacher. 



















My cousin ivesinSwedénandthave _/ 
visited her. I travelled all through /! 
‘Scandinavia. It was lovely”, began Priya. : 

“The people of Scandinavian countries 

share a lot of things in common. 
Yet there is so much diversity 
among them, much 4 
like the unity 















in diversity that we speak of in India. 
The languages they speak, customs they 
follow, their history and background are 
similar, 

‘Among all that 1 sav, the most 
interesting thing was in Norway. One 
in November the sun setsand 
does not appe: 
when it peeps out just fora little 
while in the morning,” 

“That is why Nonway is called 
the Land of the Midnight Sun,” 
explained Mrs, Prothima 

‘That is a great time for the 











till January 








children who rush out happily to 
greet the sun and hoist flags in 
celebration,” Priya continued, 
‘Slowly everyday the sun stays 
for a little longer and longer, till 








in the middle of May, it appears 
me day und does not set for 
weeks together. Like children 
there, 1 100 did not know when 


t 
still up at midnight 





to bed, hecause the 








“The children in Seandina. 


vian countries study most of the 





subjects that we study. They also 
Jearn a lot of foreign languages. 


English 








Schools start teachin, 


w’, they pronounce “work” as 
vork and ‘west’ as *vest"! 
“Of late, children of Scandinavia 


seem to prefer learning from home. 





That is, they will not attend an 

institution but wil eam the subjects 

privately from theirhome! 

* Most children lear skiing even 
young. In fact the 

dren travel mostly on 








when they are 





Scandinavian c! 
skis even as we ride bicycles. Their 
mailman delivers letters on skis! They 
havea lot of skiing competitions in their 








schools, Skating on ice is also very 
common among the children. But they 
are disappointed if there is no wind, 
because, no wind means no race! 


“T tearnt a tot about the 
Scandinavians by attending the 
Scandinavian Festival. This festival is 
being held every year since 1996. The 
primary aim of holding such a festival 
has been to help people of other nations 
Jearn more about the rich heritage and 
culture of these countries, 

“The Scandinavian countries, 
especially Norway abounds in rich folk 











dances, The Norwegian Folk dance is 
famous world over and children learn 
the 


and form their own groups even 
joung age, 





“Hhans Christian Andersen who 
ry tales for children hails from 
Denmark, The story of the “Ugly 
Duckling” that we all read when we 
were in Kindergarten was written by 
him." 




















“Is Denmark part of Scandinavia 
too?” asked Rahul. This time he got the 
‘word Scandinavia right! 

“Yes, ofcourse. Scandinavian 
countries include Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway and sometimes Iceland and 
Finland - the group of countries in 
Northern Europe. 

“The children of Scandinavia are 
also enthralled by the tales of the 
‘Vikings, The Vikings believed that any 
thing any one saw on land or sea 
belonged to the one who was strong 
enough to take it! So obviously you can 
imagine the number of wars and fights 
they must have ha 

"My cousin’s neighbour in Sweden 
was a boy called Eric, He lives with his 
parents but the funny thing is that his 
parents are not married, In fact, the 
number of children who are born like 
that is ever increasing in the 
winavian countries because they do 

not give much importance to marriage, 
His mother also works, as do most 
women in the Scandinavian countries 
and children depend on care takers 
when they are too young to take care 
of themselves. 

“Thave brought back with me a few 
books and lots of brochures and 
pamphlets from various places I visited, 
1 shall bring them to class tomorrow 

+ for reference. I also have e-m: 

addresses of friends I made there, 

‘They'll help too,” concluded Priya. 
Just then the bell rang. 

~ Radhika Sasankh 
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ave you ever lived in an area with poisonous snakes like cobras 
and vipers? Have you ever felt the fear of being bitten by them at 
any time? Well I have! I have been staying in an areanear the Dang 
forest in south Gujarat. Our colony is declared to be a World Wide Fund 
protected area since we find all types of poisonous snakes and pythons 
(non-poisonous yet dangerous) here. Well I have stayed 
here for 4 years now. Snakes are like my friends now. ) 








I would like to share some knowledge 1 
have gathered from various people living 






How to identify a 
snake? 

Identifying — non- 
poisonous snakes is 
mostly useless as they 
are normally not harmful 
at all, But certain non- 
poisonous snakes such as 
pythons and boas are 
harmful. A python finds 
the rate of your heartbeat and coils itself around your body 
so tightly that your heart beat stops! Pythons are normally 
thick and have dark brown circles around their body. 
Poisonous snakes mostly move very slowly since they know 
of their defence. The cobras have a distinct hiss and the 
viper has bright yellow rings on its body. Rattlesnakes are 
not found in India and rat snakes are not poisonous. I am 
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told by the WWF uncle here that 
poisonous snakes would not want to 
bite you since they need to store their 
poison for killing their prey. They bite 
you only if threatened! 


How to know a poisonous bite 
and what to do? 

If you identify the snake, you can 
give the correct treatment, If you 
don't, you will have to decide 
whether the snake is poisonous or not 
by looking at the bite. If the bite has 
4 continuous impression (like when 
small children bite you) in the form 
of a semi-circle, a non-poisonous 
snake has bitten you. If there is an 
impression of just two fangs above 
and one below, you have been bitten 
by a poisonous snake. 

Tie ahandkerchief around the area 
above where the snake bit you. Do 
not tie the kerchief too tight and 
remember to leave a two -finger space 
as you tie it. You should wash the 
wound well so that much of the poison 
goes away. Remember to go to the 
doctor. Bite does not mean death, There 
are good chances of survival. 

Myths about snakes 

1, Snakes can drink milk : Snakes 
do not even have the capacity do 
digest milk, The WWF uncles tell me 
that snakes do not secrete the liquid 


required for digesting milk. So if you 
give them milk in excess, they mostly 
die, 

2. Snakes follow men who disturb 
them : not at all true. Snakes do not 
have memory to think, Only those 
animals and reptiles which have ears 
have memory power. The others feel 
and use vibrations and smell. But they 
can't store and recall these at a later 
date, 

Amazing snakes 

1. A snake does not have an eyelid 
toblink! 

A snake can craw! backwards! 

3. Snakes do not take time to 
develop poison. Its there since birth. 

4. Non poisonous rat snakes are 
left free in the fields of Assam to kill 





rats, 
Snakes do not disturb man. Yet 
today during the festival of 


Nagapanchmi, snake charmers 
remove the fangs of the majestic 
cobra and force them to drink milk 
At this time of the year many snakes 
die, Even if a snake is later left in the 
forest, it is impossible for it to live 
without its fangs. 
Let us not kill snakes. Let us go 
our way. They will go their way. 
+ Akhila Kumarswamy, 
Std VI, Atul Vidyalaya, 
Atul Valsad, Gujarat, 











BIGGEST SOLAR POWER PROJECT 
The world's biggest solar power project has been commissioned 
near Mathavia, about 25 km from Jodhpur, Rajasthan, on April 19, 
2002. The project will havea combined cycle to generate 175 mw 
power - 35 mw from solar energy and 140 mw from fossil fuel. 


~ Suresh K. Anjum, Kolkatta. 
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‘© A. Ramanarajan, Chennai-10 

? How is sore throat caused? How 
can we prevent it? 

! Bacterial or viral infections cause 
sore throat. Itis an infected and inflamed 
condition of the throat. We feel pain on 
swallowing, a burning sensation in the 
throat and sometimes pain in the ears. 
This condition is further aggravated by 
polluted environment, cigarette smoke or 
straining our voice. Viral infections are 
‘more frequent during winter. Bacterial 
infections spread through polluted air 
Contaminated water and fo0d, cool drinks 
orice creams, Tonsils, pharynx and larynx 
are usually affected. Sore throat problem 
generally lasts for 7 to 10 days. Antibiotics 
are useful to give faster recovery if itis 
caused by bacteria. Sucking a medicated 
lozenge with antibacterial ingredients wil 
‘ot only help us to keep swallowing but 
also help to fight the bacteria. Steam 
inhalation from a bow! of hot water will 
help to clear nose and ears. As for 
prevention, gargling with warm water 
after consuming any food will help. You 
willalso have to develop bodily resistance. 

© R. Rajendiran, Salem-1. 

? When applying tincture on wounds 
we experience a burning sensation. 
Why? 

1 Tincture is a disinfectant. It is 
corrosive in nature. Itcontains alcohol as 
an active component. it can destroy the 
pathogens like bacteria, fungus, viruses 
etc, When alcohol comes into contact with 
these pathogens present in the wound, 
the proteins and lipids found in the cell 





‘membrane and cell wall of pathogens are 
denatured and thus they are destroyed. 
Due to corrosive nature of tincture, it 
damages the cell proteins of our body 
tissues also. This action stimulates the 
underlying sensory nerves leading to a 
burning sensation. 

© V. Pravin Kumar, Bangalore-14 

? How do we see in the dark? 

! When we go from the street into a 
darkened theatre, at first we see almost 
‘nothing. In a few minutes we can barely 
see the outlines ofthe seats, then we can 
see which seats are occupied and which 
are tre. Finally we can walk down theaisle 
and pick out a seat without being afraid 
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of sitting on someone's lap! 
Now we would like to know 
‘hat causes this gradual ability 
to see the objects in the dark. We know 
that the rods and cones on the retina of 
the eye are responsible for vision, They 
transfer the light rays into electrical 
impulses which travel along the optic 
‘nerve to the brain. The brain then decodes 
these impulses and tells us what we se. 
in darkness, the rods work more to get 
the rays from small amounts of light. As 
wwe go from the bright outside into the 
dark, the rods are becoming more and 
more sensitive until we see the objects. It 
is called dark adaptation, 

© S. Gunalan, Cochin 

? We have two eyes but we see only 
one object ata time. How? 

{ Both our eyes see an object, The right 
eye transmits its image to the let side of 
brain and the let eye to the right side of 
the brain, From these two images the 
brain forms one image. That is why we 
‘see only one abject at a time. 

@N.K. Dhaval, Mysore-6, 

? What is cerbral palsy? How can it 
be treated? 

{The term ‘cerebral palsy’ covers 
a variety of disorders caused by 
damage to the brain, The damage to 
the brain can occur before, during 
or soonatter birth, The brain damage 
may result in severe crippling or total 
paralysis. Difficulty in crawling, clumsy 
walk, lack of balance, shaking while 
walking, difficulty in grasping objects, 
unclear speech, problems in sight and 





THROAT CAUSED? 
DR. G.GANESAN 
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hearing, learning disabllites and mental 
retardation are some of the common 
effects of this disorder. It mostly affects 
children in their first year. It is the 
‘commonest cause of physical handicap 
among schoo! age children. There are 
several types of cerebral palsy and all 
involve lack of muscle control, There is 
‘no cute for cerebral palsy but a number 
of treatment approaches are used to treat 
this disorder, Among them, physiotherapy 
helps the victims a lot, They learn to 
maintain body balance and to move about. 
unaided. Speech therapy helps them to 
‘communicate and to continue education, 
Doctors may prescribe medicines to relax 
‘muscles in order to get relief from 
spasticity, In some cases, brain surgery 
is required to reduce the rigidity of spastic 
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Name : Yeshi Wangchu 
Kharma 
Age : 13 
Address : C/o. Principal V.K.V. 
Shergaon, Shergaon, Vie Boma, 
West Keemeng - 79000). 
‘Arunachal Pradesh 
Hobbies : Collecting Stamps. 
watching LV., reading Gokulom, 
‘and making friends. 


Name : Vivek Shanmugam 

Age :15 

‘Addhess : 174/1 Golden Jubilee 
Flats, Padikuppam Road. Anna 
Nagar West, Chennai - 600 040. 

Hobbies : Playing guitar ond 

keyboard, reading books, painting, 
diary writing, skating, philately, sing- 
ing and playing computer games. 

Nome : R. Ram Prakash 

Age 13 

‘Address : Plot no 27, Door no 30, 
Bank colony Ist street. MMC. 
‘Chennai - 600 051. 

Hobbies : Reading books. sten- 
ing to music and playing cricket. 





Name : Parvez Ahmad K. 

Age :15 

Address : 32/184, Mattekar St, 
‘Muslimpur, Vaniyombadi - 635 751. 
(Vellore Dt). 

Hobbies : Reading, writing, surt- 
ing the net, art and architecture, 
‘trekking and music. 


Nome : Upasona Samanta 

Age :10 

Address : #11, Anandam Hsg. 
Society. Sec -2A, Plot C - 9, 
Armstrong Avenue, Durgapur, 

West Bengal (east) 

Hobbies : Dancing, reading 
‘Gokulom, singing, plying badmin- 
ton, watching T.V., drawing ond 
collecting coins. 


Nome : S. Nanda 

Age :12 

Address : 24/12, Brindavan So- 
ciety, Thane - West Mumbai - 400 
on. 

Hobbies : Reading books, play- 
ing musical instruments playing 
badminton ond making friends, 
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Nome :$.S. Surya 
Age :9 
Address : 24/12, Brindavan soct 
ety, Thane - West Mumbai 400601 
Hobbies : Reading books, ko- 
rate, trekking, playing chess and 
other outdoor games. 





Name : Srinidhi Krishna 








Age :13 
Address : ‘Rojalakshmi Nivos’ 
Near Ganapathy Temple. 


Kottorakora -691 506, Quion(Dt) 
Kerala, 

Hobbies : Reading Enid Blyton’s 
books, collecting stamps, coins, 
gardening. painting. playing veena 
‘and cycling. 








Name : Priyadharshini V. 
Age :15 


Address : 13, Alakananda 


Anusakthinagar, Mumbai - 94, 
Hobbies: Reading Gokulam, 

playing games, drawing. writing 

letters, singing and dancing. 


Nome : Remya Noir 

Age :14 

Address : 110, Brohma Samaj 
road, Behaia, Kolkatta - 700 034 

Hobbies: Moking pen friends, 
singing. watching T.V. exploring 
new things and cooking, 


Nome : Hari Narain 

Age:14 

Address : A-1522, Kaveri Vihar 
NTPC Township, Jamnipaii, Korba 
District. Chhattisgarh State - 495 
450. 

Hobbies : Book reading, internet 
ng. solving puzzies, swimming, 
ing to music 
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ythagoras liked 

to think. He did 
80 much of it that it 
sparked a golden age 
in Greece that 
produced many great 
thinkers in the history 
of mankind, 

Bom in the Island 
of Samos, Greece, 
Pythagoras (569 BC - 
470 BC) lived for 99 
years, something 
unheard of in 
those days, He 
spent most of his 
time travelling to lean 
and gain more 
knowledge. 
Pythagoras 
hada wisdom 
‘more than that of twenty wise 
‘men put together! This made him the most 
respected person of all times. 

Pythagoras appreciated every issue 
using reason, observation and debate. But 
Polycrates, the king of Samos did not like 
thisand exiled the 22 year old Pythagoras 
to Egypt. Before leaving, Pythagoras 
succeeded in getting from the king letter 
of introduction to the Pharaoh. 

In Egypt he managed to get ajob asa 
temple priest and stayed on forten years. 

‘When Egypt was conquered by Persia, 
Pythagoras was taken as a slave to 
Babylonia. He did not lose heart. He made 
the Persians realise that they could benefit 
fromhis knowledge. He then stayed there 
for ten years before returning to Greece. 


4 
RE 


LYING 
ON REASON 


Pythagoras made 
many contributions to 
mathematics. But the 
Pythagorean theorem 
about right angles was 
developed later by his 


things had order - especially 
numbers. He therefore gave 
an orderliness to math and 
science and correct names 
to various branches of 
‘mathematics, He believed that 
numbers formed the basis 
for all reality 
Pythagoras also 
discovered the science 
of music. He felt that 
just like maths, musi 
also had laws, One day 
when he heard a blacksmith hammering, 
‘he came home and tapped the sequence 
to discover that musical intervals had. 
a mathematical progression. He 
‘concluded that sound was an important 
part of the universe and music could 
Purify the mind. So, he developed a 
‘method of healing the mind and body 
using different melodies. Today, music 
therapy is considered an important 
treatment for many diseases. 
Pythagoras urged others to seek a 
balance in life. He realized that people 
achieved their best when they hada sense 
of pride in themselves. His teachings were 
used laterby Greek scholars like Socrates 
and Pluto asthe basis for their work. 
-Vijaya Sridharan, Chennai 
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OF DEMOCRACY "=. 


Thspite of threats by terrorists from 
‘across the border, elections in Kashmir 
have been held successfully. The voter 
tumout was around forty two percent on 
an average, This isa good figure, consid- 
cering the fact that even in states where 
absolute peace prevails the voter turnout 
is more or less the same during general 
elections, This proves that the people of 
Kashmir want peace and democracy. That 
the elections were free and fair is demon 
strated by the fact that the ruling National 
Conference as well as the B.J.P. which 
heads the central government were 
routed. The Congress and the People's 
‘Democratic Party have won considerable 
seats and are moving towards a coalition 
government 








kk 

Fitm stars and film personalities in 
‘Tamilnadu decided to stage a protest 
against the Karnataka government for not 
releasing Cauvery waters tothe lower ri- 
parian state. Soon politics entered the 


scene and the filmdom 
was spit into two differ- 
cent groups one headed by 
director Bharathiraja and 
the other by actor 
Rajinikanth, 
Bharathiraja’s group 
demonstrated at the 
Neyveli thermal power 
production center and 
demanded that power 
supply to Kamataka from 
| Tamilnadu be stopped, 
“This was a negative ap- 
proach, 
day tater, 
day's fast at Chennai 
While he vehemently advocated imme- 
diate release of water to Tamilnadu by 
Kamataka.as per the supreme court's di- 
rective, he also pleaded with the central 
govemmentto undertake the gigantic task 
of linking Ganga with Cauvery through a 
system of canals, “To begin with, the riv- 
ers of the south can be linked" he said 
and called for immediate action. He also 
announced that he was willing to donate 
rupees one crore towards this project. 
Rajini’s approach to the problem was a 
Positive one and had a tremendous wel- 
‘come both from his fans as well a politi- 
cians. 





tke 
Salman Khan, the famous actor was 
arrested by the police for killing a labourer 
and injuring four others while driving his 
carina drunken state It appeared a first 
that he would escape rather lightly, but 
the public uproar made the authorities sit 
up and a tougher prosecution case and 
judgements expected 
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HOW CAN | BECOME A 
FAMOUS POET? 


Dear Grandma, 
L write good poems in English 
‘and Tamil. I want to publish these 
poems as a book and become 
famous, What should I do? 
= L, Shuba, Coimbatore 

Dear Shuba, 

Tam happy that you 
‘have a goal in life. But that 
should not become an ob- W 
session right now. Asa stu- 
dent you should concen- hg 
trate on your studies and _ 
keep poetry writing only as 
a hobby. There is no easy way to become 
Famous. You will have to be accepted by 
the public and the literary world as a 
great poet, Itis an uphill task and a chal- 
lenge. You can start off by contributing 
poems to several journals both in Tamil 
cand English, If and when they are pub- 
lished you will earn a name for yourself 
‘and become popular. The next step is to 
approach several book publishers with 
copies of your already published poems 
‘as well as fresh ones and place them for 
their scrutiny. One of the publishers may 
‘feel that you have a great future and ac- 
‘cept your poems for pub- 
ication as a book, If no 
‘one does, you can try to 
publish them yourself. 
But this involves a lot of 
investment and know!- 
edge of marketing tech- 
niques. You reed money 











vest. Therefore we come 
back o the suggestion given 
ft the beginning of this an 
swer, Concentrate on your 
studies; get a good placement; 
earn enough money t0 realise 
your drean! 
tk 
In my neighbourhood all chil- 
dren are boys and play only 
cricket. Lam free only on Sun- 


PF days and when | feel like playing 


there is no one to play with, except one 
irl who is my age, She is a new arrival 
to this area but has no interest in games 
except shuttlecock. Please help me solve 
this problem, 

+ Simi, Chennai, 

Dear simi, 

Friendship doesn't blossom all of a 
sudden. It has to be developed over a 
period. Say ‘Hi’ to the new comer. Gis 
her your best smile. Follow itwith a hand 
shake, Start talking t0 her. Allow her to 
express her feelings too by asking simple, 
inoffensive questions. You will soon dis- 
‘cover that there are quite 
4 few common interests 
between the two of you. It 
is then your job 10 build 
‘on this and cultivate the 
friendship. Go on, give it 
any! 





Love 
Grandma 








“y ou haven't seen your friend 
Krishna for a long time” said 
Sushila, Sudhama’s wife. 
‘Sudhama's eyes lit up when he heard 
the name of Krishna. He sighed, “Yes 
my dear. 1 would like to see him. We 
were such good friends during our 
childhood days, Our Guru Sandipani 
Maharishi, with whom we lived, looked 
after us ike his own children, We had 
s0 much fun together, Those were 
happy days without worries. I have not 
met my dear friend for years no 
Sushila spoke further. “Sudhama, we 
are poor, It is hard for me to give our 
children even one meal a day. They are 
always hungry. Listen to me. Krishna 
is the prince of Dwaraka, Why don't 
you make a trip to Dwaraka and seek 


Story 














his help? If you ask him, he 

& issuretohelpus overcome 
poverty.” 

Sudhama was not 


too sure, “Sushila, 
yt! Krishna lives in a 
palace. 1 ama poor 
brahmin. Moreover, 

it has been years 


may not even 
~ Femember me. I may 

not be allowed to enter 

the city of Dwaraka. Even if 

1 did, how can I ask my 

best friend for alms? What can I take 







with me to give him? What do we have? 
No... I can't go to Dwaraka...” 

Sushila was very patient, She spoke 
gently to her husband and convinced 
him. She searched all pots and pans in 
the house and managed to find a few 
‘grains of rice. She cleaned the rice, 
removed the husk and pounded it to 
make rice flakes, She then tied the flakes 
ina piece of cloth, made a little bundle 
‘and gave it to Sudhama, 

“Tell Krishna that I made this 
specially for him” she said and was 
moved to tears as she helped Sudhama 
tie the bundle around his waist. 


udhama walked past many 
villages accepting the hospitality 


offered by the villagers, He 
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finally entered the outskirts of Dwaraka. 

‘Sudhama was stunned, by the riches 
of the beautiful city. Houses looked like 
palaces and were well decorated. Every 
house had artistic kolams drawn in the 
front yard. Temple towers shone in the 
‘moming light. The roads were wide and 
clean, Men and women were dressed 
in silk and wore gem-studded 
‘ornaments. Children looked happy and 
healthy as they ran about playing merrily 
in the streets. 

‘Sudhama thought of his wife and 
children. How difficult life was for him 
and his family. Food, clothing and 
shelter for the day was tough. Suddenly 
Sudhama became self-conscious. He 
looked at himself. He was wearing a 
worn-out dhoti and a towel over his 
shoulder. His tuft had grown, He looked 


2 @),. 
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starved, skinny and was tired, His feet 
ached. “Maybe I should go back home” 
he thought to himself. “How can lever 
‘meet Krishna in this state?” 


udhama sat on a stone bench 
‘under a shady tree on the road 
side, just outside the palace, 
‘That's when the unexpected happened. 

Krishna himself came out to 
welcome Sudhama. Running up to 
‘Sudhama, Krishna embraced him. 

“My friend! How are you! How 
‘many years have passed since we met! 
T knew you would come to see me 
someday. Sorry, | kept you waiting. Do 
come in!” spoke Krishna as he held 
‘Sudhama’s hand and walked into the 
palace. 

‘Sudhama walked as if in a trance, 
He wondered how Krishna knew that 
he had come. “After all, he is the Lord 
Almighty” he told himself, 





Krishna washed Sudhama’s feet and 
paste. He 


then gave Sudhama the 
finest of silks to wear and 
‘seated him on a throne. Krishna sat next 
tohim holding his hand while Rukmini 
stood behind fanning gently. 
“Sudhama! You came walking all the 
way to see me. How fortunate I am” 
said Krishna, 
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YOUR ATTENTION 
PLEASE! 
Dear Readers, 

% You are most wel 
come to send in your con- 
tributions to Gokulam ei- 
ther by post or by email 
However, there is no guar- 
antee that it wil be pub- 
lished. Iti also not possible 
for us to tell you when it 
wil be published. But, if 
‘you require your contribu- 
tions to be sent back to you 
‘on rejection, then you must 
enclose a sell addressed, 
stamped envelope. 

And remember every 
contribution sent by you 
should give details of your 

+ Name, Age, Class, 
Name and address of 
school, Residential ad- 
dress and a declaration 
stating that the contri- 
bution is your original 
creation (if not the 
source must be men- 
tioned). 

You will receive a par- 
ticipation certificate 
from us if your contribu- 
tion Is published. At the 
tend of the one year pe- 
riod ending June 2003, 
the person with most num- 
ber of participation certif- 
cates will receive a spe- 
cial_prize, Collect your 
certificates and keep them 
carefully. 


‘Sudhama could not speak. He was deeply moved, 
How did he ever thinkthat Krishna may not remember 
hhim? How could he tell Sushila that he may not be 
allowed into the city of Dwaraka? While here was 
Krishna himself who had come out to greet him! 

‘Sudhama was reminded of the litte bundle that 
Sushila had given for the Lord, He felt around his 
waist and clutched it tightly with his fists. He did not 
want Krishna to see it. He could not give the rice 
flakes to him. He could not tell Krishna why he had 
‘come all the way. No, never! 

But, Krishna ofcourse had seen the little bundle 
although he did not speak about it. He wanted 
‘Sudhama to be at ease first. “Talking about good old 
childhood days would help” thought Krishna, 

“What a wonderful person our guru was" he began 
“He taught us so much. How affectionate he was!" 

‘Sudhama’s eyes lit up. He found his voice. “Yes! 
‘He was like a father to us.” 

Soon the two good friends began to talk. They 
recalled many incidents that had happened -how they 
had got themselves drenched in rain, how they played 
hide and seek together, the tricks that Krishna had 
played, how they plucked mangoes from the low- 
lying branches of mango trees, the meals that they 
had had... 


hat’s when Krishna changed the subject. “Tell 

‘me Sudhama, what has your wife sent for me? 
Surely, she must have sent some sweets for 
‘me to eat!" he asked. 

Sudhama became tense once again. His hands 
moved towards the bundle and he clutched it. “Its 
nothing Krishna, This is not for you." In his heart, 
Sudhama was feeling so sad and ashamed that he 
had not brought a worthy gift. 

Krishna understood ital. He quickly snatched the 
little bundle, even while Sudhama protested, and 
~ Editor | opened it. 
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“How lovely! It has been years since 
Thad aval my favourite food. Infact 1 
hhave not had it after leaving our Guru. 
How did your wife know I loved aval? 
And why did you not give it to me 
earlier?” said Krishna as he put a fist 
ful of aval into his mouth. “How sweet 
‘and tasty!" 

Sudhama’s eyes were filled with 
tears, How happy Krishna was and how 
shy he had been to give the bundle to 
him! 

Krishna ate to his heart's content 
Justas he was about to eat the las fistful 
of aval, Rukmini stopped him, “Enough 
my Lord! More than enough” she said, 
By then Krishna had already bestowed 
all the riches on Sudhama’s family! 
Ofcourse Sudhama was totally unaware 
of it. 

‘When Sudhama finally took leave of 








hna and Rukmini, Krishna hi 
drove him in his chariot to the outskirts 


each other and took leave, 


uudhama could not recognise his 

own house and village when he 

got back, Everything had 
changed. The village had beautiful 
buildings. There were fruit bearing trees 
in every garden, His childrgn came 
running towards him, They looked like 
litte princes. Sushila welcomed 
Sudhama as he entered his house, 

“Its all His blessings. Krishna has 
given us enough and more. He knew it 
all” she said, 

Sudhama gently nodded bis head in 
agreement. Tears flowed from his eyes. 
He never asked; but Krishna gave. 

+ Anandhi 
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TO ALL 


[Si Ofall created things the loveliest 
And the mostdivine are children 
= William canton 
For me - 


fall my favourite things the loveliest™ 


And the most useful is Gokulam. 
+R. Kalarani, Mannur, Kerala 


[23 Although Thave now en- 

tered Engineering College, 1 

will never part with my best 
friend Gokulam, 

+ H.M.T, Gadiyar, 

Bantwal, Karnataka 


[31 want to know more 
bout space, stars and solar sys- 
tems. Can your magazine please give me 
information on these? 

= S, Manjunath 


1 think Gokulam must start its own 
club. I congratulate the Editorial eam for 
‘making this magazine s0 interesting. Even 
‘my Bengali friend Moumita loves it. 

+ Tejaswi, Std. VI, KVB, Kotkatta 


[Whatever is difficult for me to ead 
bby myself, my father reads to me and ex- 
plains. 1am very much interested in read- 
ing the facts written by Suresh K.Anjum, 
1 thank him for providing us with such 
facts, 

+ Abhishek H. Nair, Chandrapur, 
Maharashtra 


( Gokulam is simply ‘excellent, 


NT, 
LETTER 


BOX 


ty and entertaining." 
=D, Gautam, Bhubaneshwar 


(5) 1 wish all Gokulam readers a 

“Happy Deepavali’ 
Divya Ramakrishna, 
Raichur 


(SI We have been sub- 
seribing to Gokulam for 
‘many years and we like it 
‘The stories are good, But 
where teaching of science is 
concerned, it seems to lack depth, For 
example, the September 2002 issue had 
an excellent picture of a bind with 2.4 m 
wing span (back cover), More detailed 
information about this bird would provide 
‘depth and serve as an important document 
for children, 

+R. Bhavani, Chitlapakkam, Chennai, 


[1 The September issue (short story 
special) was superb. Jokes were fantas- 
tic, Different views of children about an 
ideal teacher will help us synthesise our 
‘own ideas. 

- Preethi, Puthur, Trichy 


[S21 was almostin tears when Lknew 
that the serial ‘A holiday adventure’ by 
Radha Padmanabhan was coming to an 
‘end in the October 2002 issue 

~S. Manikandan, Chennai, 





SPORTS TALK 


TENDULKAR 
VERSION - 2 


‘Tendulkar - the man whom India has 
\Worshipped for years now, suddenly seems 
tohave hit sort of mid-career crisis 

Strangely enough his lack of form has 


been overshadowed by the emergence of 
youth. 

If Yuvraj and Kaif were the heroes of 
the Natwest trophy in England, Sehwag is 
undoubtedly the hero ofthe ICC Champions 
Trophy, recently held in Sri Lanka. He 
scored in every single game. The match 

1 Zimbabwe, he scored aquick [- 
fire forty eight, the game against 
delightful 
ry; the 
game against 


England, 











+ young herves 
of today 





Lanka, both of 


\which were washed out before the Indian 


innings could get going, he was unbeaten. 


But, for me, the highest high in 
the tournament was that 
fantastic spell in the 
semi-final against 


South Africa. 
Sehwag won the 
‘match for India, and 
with his bowling! 





Schwag had figures of three wickets for 
twenty five runs in five overs. Under the 
circumstances, an invaluable contribution, 
Mention must be made of the fact that 
Harbhajan Singh opened the door slightly 
by taking two wickets in one over, but 
henceforth it was Sehwag who pushed the 
door wide open, slowly and steadily. 

He did everything right. He took the 
pace off the ball, which made ithard forthe 
batsman to hit him for boundaries. The 
wicket was turing, and he used it well, by 
flighting the ball and getting maximum spin 
off the track. His accuracy, fora man who. 
isn’toften given the ball, was nothing short 
off heroic 

But the most fantastic 
aspect, which can be said for 
his batting as well, was his 
temperament. He was 
absolutely unruffled by the 
situation, This seems to be the 
leading characteristic of the 

-—! youngsters who have just 
ccome into the team, Going back to the 
Natwest Trophy, Tendulkar and Dravid 
panicked ina difficult situation and threw 
away their wickets, Yuvraj and Kaif came 
into an even worse situation, but they 
calmly tapped the ball around, and then 
accelerated when required. 

‘Unfortunately, the ICC Trophy final was, 
washed out, not once but twice. Sehwag 
hit couple of wonderful boundaries inthe 

first match, and was looking 
sald in the second. If 

rain had not 
intervened would he 

have taken India to 
victory? You tell 


















me. 
~ Abhinay Ramnarayan 


There are atleast ten things that do not 
belong to this underground cavern. Find them. 
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you thi 
its the poo 
of water 
that made 


Atbreakfast next 
‘morning - 


Keshav? You 
know we want 


Yipee! Yeah! 
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that night - 





























ar's phone call woke them 
the next mornin 


‘Too 


are 
you? 

Want to 
know 
the 

latest? 


Certainly. We'll be at your 
office in half hour's time. 


Halfan hour later - 


What's the 
latest, uncle? 





eek) 


We had a stroke of 
Tuck last night. 


Why didn’t you 
call us, sir? 








rush. Just Vijay, me 
and the guard. 

Near the pool. I'l 

{ell you all about it 


‘Agent Amar began 
hisstory. 








{To becontinued) 
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tional music or dance or 
forms like painting, sculpture 
etc. It is our way of life, 

Our span of life in this world is 


The 





and Beautiful 


limited. While we are alive, should we 
not learn to enjoy life, the correct way? 
‘What is real joy? When you hear a 
‘musician sing, he gives you joy and the 
musician feels happy that you are 
enjoying his music. This reciprocal 
happiness is the sum and substance of 
life. So you must learn not only to 
appreciate art but also to express your 
appiness in the appropriate manner. 








(Cutture is much more than just art 
‘nd ts appreciation. Love of the nation, 
love of nature, being proud of our 





traditions, having an open mind with 
regards to new art forms are all part of 
culture. On the personal side, 
politeness, pleasing manners, being tidy, 
well dressed, not offending others, not 
using bad words etc., will make you a 
cultured person. 

Ifyou have a difference of opinion, 
you must certainly express it, for that 
toois partof high culture. But you must 
Use the right words and avoid becoming 
angry. Hurting others physically or 
through harsh, abusive words is not 
culture. 





How can we imbibe 
culture? Culture is developed 


’ Bad by admiring really cultured 


persons and following their 
footsteps. 

Culture can also be learnt 
through good books - both fiction 
and non fiction. In fiction, you come 
across the bad guys and good guys and 
you get to know whom to admire and 
follow and what sort of persons to 
avoid. 

Next time you think of teasing some 
fone just for fun, think twice. Is it 
cultural behaviour or not? Start asking 
this question for every action of yours, 
Very soon, culture will be part of your 
lifeand there will be no need to question 
yourself! 





- Editor 
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Sore Throat? 
‘Must be the smoke from 
the crackers. Let's see... 




















